
Committee for the Assessment of Student Learning 

in General Education (CASL-GE) 

Tuesday, October 8, 2019 4:00-5:00 PM 
 Milton Room 185J 

 

Record of Meeting  

  

Attendees:	John	Xu,	Debbie	Giron,	David	Smith,	Susan	Beck,	Cynthia	Kratzke,	Mary	Ballyk,	Henrietta	
Williams-Pichon,	Laura	Grant,	Jeanne	Flora,	Rolfe	Sassenfeld	

1. Approval of September 10, 2019 meeting record - approved 
2. Alignment of General Education with Baccalaureate Experience (David Smith, Debbie Giron, and 

Shelly Stovall) - discussion and request for feedback from CASL-GE members.  
3. Progress on review of Fukushima Flowers Spring 2019 assessment (Calixto Melero) -  Calixto 

Melero not available. David Smith has made corrections to Aggie IDs with issues. 
4. Critical thinking assessment for Spring 2020 (Mary Ballyk, Henrietta Pichon, & John Xu) - 

Subcommittee discussed the narrowing of instruments to three options that were more neutral 
issues to avoid tapping into strong views students may have that could clutter their ability to 
focus. Susan Beck, Henrietta Williams-Pichon, John Xu will select an instrument and pilot one 
instrument each by Nov 12 CASL-GE meeting.    

Instrument descriptions from email: 

Home Page Analysis:  

Many news organizations have turned to native advertising as a source of revenue. By definition, 
native advertising tries to sell or promote a product in the guise of a news story. This makes it 
difficult for unsuspecting readers to know if and when there is an ulterior motive behind the 
information they encounter.  

This task assesses students’ ability to distinguish between an article and an advertisement. Students 
are presented with the home page of a news magazine’s website, which includes both news items 
and advertisements. Students must evaluate three different sections of the web page—a traditional 
advertisement, a news story, and a native advertisement—and determine the nature of each. 
Successful students understand the different forms that advertising can take and identify both 
traditional and native advertising. They are also able to explain the features that distinguish a news 
story from an ad. 

News Search Assessment: 

In order for students to effectively navigate the news, they need to understand the differences 
between news stories and opinion columns. This task assesses a student’s ability to recognize and 
differentiate news and opinion articles in an online format. 



Students must first recognize the genre of each item; they must then reason about the relative 
strengths and weaknesses of each genre for finding facts on a particular topic. Successful students 
provide cogent explanations for why the news article would be a better source for locating facts 
about year-round schooling. Although there are opinion articles that provide facts, this assessment 
seeks to address the basic differences between news and opinion. 

Argument Analysis: 

In the comments sections of news websites, commenters rely upon a staggering array of rhetorical 
moves, from evidence-based claims to personal insults and invective. It can be difficult for students 
to sort through this cacophony of claim and counter-claim.  

This task measures a student’s ability to evaluate the relative strengths of two arguments posted in 
response to a news story about the social media application Yik Yak. One commenter, rabbits882, 
references relevant details from the article to support the claim that Yik Yak is more destructive 
than previous types of gossip. A second commenter, fortuneseeker3, claims that Yik Yak is no 
different than other forms of gossip. However, fortuneseeker3 does not refer to any information 
from the article and quotes Winston Churchill instead. Successful students will weigh the arguments 
presented by both commenters and contend that rabbits882 makes a stronger argument because 
she references evidence from the article itself instead of making unsubstantiated claims or 
presenting decontextualized quotes.  

5. General Education essential skill assignment library development (Susan Beck, Tauna Cole-Dorn, 
& John Hartley) - Working on selecting assignments for use in a library by the end of the year.   

6. Course level assessment of essential skills (David Smith, Jeanne Flora, Rolfe Sassenfeld, Carlos 
Posadas) - Continuing to work on this task. 

7. New business - No new business 
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